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Mr. Chair, 

We are grateful to Professor Hampson for having this topic 
included on the agenda of the Working Group on Indigenous 
Populations. Also Maluku falls into the category of territories 
that live under constant threat of being extinct for 
environmental reasons. From ancient times until now our Islands 
have endured vulcanoes, earthquakes, tidal waves and rising sea 
levels. 
We have lost also smaller islands and atolls due to the sinking 
of land. 
In our ancient history it is even told that the lost continent of 
MST, where we belonged to, was due to environmental reasons, 
namely sinking of the land.

Although living in constant threat due to these environmental 
reasons, it is almost impossible for the indigenous Alifuru people 
to leave their ancestral grounds due to their customary beliefs 
and attachment to the land. 



It is important that studies have to been made to explore and find 
solutions for early global warning. Indigenous peoples should be 
consulted also in this. 

Finally we support the recommendations that have been made by 
the speakers before and alter us on this particular matter: 

Recommendations: 

1. The WGIP should distribute to states and assemble the results of the questionnaire as 
widely as possible. Indigenous peoples should also be able to provide information. 

2.    The UN specialized agencies, programs and funds must be involved in future work. 
There should be further collaboration. 

3. UN WGIP should prioritize the study of this imminent issue in the recommendations 
to the UN Human Rights Council. 

4.  UN WGIP should explore creative inclusion and continuation of the study and special 
procedures to continue the necessary work in the UN Human Rights Council and 
any subsidiary body established in the future. 

5. UN WGIP support a training program and theme workshop with people directly 
affected with disappearance due to extreme environmental conditions. 




